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MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

January 10, 2013 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in called session on Thursday, 

January 10, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Brenda McRae and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Manager: Lee Bailey 

Town Planners: Dana Clukey and John Hoard 

Interim Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. The purpose of the called meeting was to hold the Quarterly 

Developers’ Workshop scheduled for the first Board meeting of each quarter. Three requests 

were received. 

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Jerry Helms to speak; Mr. Helms thanked the Board of 

Commissioners for allowing them to make the presentation.  Mr. Helms said he represented six 

families consisting of Jim Lee, Jerry Helms, William Hill, James McWhirter, Katherine Higgins 

and Clem Williams/Linda Erlandson.  Mr. Helms indicated many of the property owners were in 

attendance tonight.  The properties (Parcel ID Numbers: 139-021-33, 139-361-99, 139-061-01, 

139-061-31, 139-014-01 and 139-014-02) mentioned are located along Highway 51/Blair Road, 

Interstate 485 and Highway 218/Fairview Road.   

 

The Continuous Care Retirement Community would have the only entrance on Highway 51/Blair 

Road.  Mr. Ron Grindrod, former CEO of Erickson Retirement Communities said a development 

had been planned for McKee Road that included 1100 units and he received 700 deposits before 

the project was cancelled due to Erickson’s debt load.   Mr. Grindrod is the principal at 

Richardson Group and he would like to bring the concept to Mint Hill.  One of the two L Shaped 

buildings would provide 240 continuing care units which would allow for home care and 

physical therapy.   The other L shaped building would provide 48 healthcare units that would 

provide skilled licensed nursing care.  Amenities offered would include a clubhouse that would 

offer dining, crafts, classes, health club, and a swimming pool. 

 

Mr. Richard Vinroot, former Charlotte Mayor, was introduced as an advisor to this project.  He 

told the Mayor and Commissioners had been where our Board was before and thought this was 

the appropriate place for a development because of the accessibility to Exits 43 and 44 off 

Interstate 485.  Mr. Vinroot didn’t see this area being developed as residential, furthermore, it 

wouldn’t require any state money and would be an excellent project. 
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Mr. Doug Horne, Horne Properties, was introduced to explain the commercial portion of the 

project.  Horne Properties has partnered with many credit companies such as Target, Kohls, 

Belk’s, Dick’s Sporting Goods and Barnes and Noble.  The two ideas introduced were different 

phases of the same project.  Horne Properties wished to bring national companies with strong 

retail customer bases to Mint Hill. 

 

During discussion, it was mentioned there would be no connectivity between the project and 

Jefferson Colony unless the neighbors wanted to be connected to the project.  Mr. Helms stated 

the direct access would be from Highway 51/Blair Road; they also have access to 30 acres on 

Large Oak Lane.  The CCRC would have rehabilitation facilities for individuals with ailments 

such as fractured hips and strokes.  Mayor Biggers indicated he would have liked Mr. Horne and 

Mr. Helms to have been involved with the Land Use Plan discussion a few years ago.  Mr. Horne 

said he didn’t have all of the properties “under contract” at that time and he didn’t want to 

participate in the Land Use Plan without full participation.  Mr. Helms said he attended several 

of the Land Use Plan meetings.  Currently, there is no commitment from Belk to build at this 

location; Walmart is also a large partner of this group; along with, Kmart, Publix and Target, Mr. 

Horne added.  Commissioner Austin said he wished they had participated in the Land Use Plan 

workshops too.  Mr. Helms said he did attend some of the meetings and this site had the best 

access to roads and utilities.  Mr. Horne said Land Use Plans couldn’t predict the future and were 

subject to change because of new opportunities.  Commissioner Austin said it didn’t fit into the 

Land Use Plan.  Commissioner Ross said the Bridges of Mint Hill didn’t originally fit into the 

Land Use Plan and she’d like it to be fleshed out as she couldn’t see residential homes on the 

property either.  Commissioner Ellington wished they had participated in the Land Use Plan 

discussion as a large number of citizens were actively involved.  Commissioner McRae said she 

didn’t have enough information after arriving a few minutes late.  Mayor Biggers said he could 

get behind the vision of a retirement community.  In regard to the tax base argument; Pineville 

and Matthews both have much more commercial/retail development but also have higher tax 

rates.  Mayor Biggers said Interstate 485 was typically at a standstill near commercial 

development and he didn’t want our major thoroughfares to be a nightmare.  Mayor Biggers said 

there were viable components but at this time the Board couldn’t encourage this development. 

 

******************** 

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Scott MacLaren to speak on behalf of Stiles.  Scott MacLaren 

thanked the Board of Commissioners for allowing Stiles to present the project tonight that is 

located at 11628 Lawyers Road (Parcel ID 19518231) and is approximately 54 acres.  Mr. 

MacLaren had spoken with the Commissioners and Mayor individually and had been working 

for more than six months to bring a 49,000 square foot high end grocery store to Mint Hill.  The 

intent was to make it fit within the current code but that was difficult.  The intent is to creatively 

hide the drive thru connected with the grocery store.  The text amendment request would allow 

approval by the Board of Commissioners prior to the completion of construction documents.   

 

In speaking with Town Planner John Hoard and after completely reviewing the Ordinance it 

would not compromise the spirit of the Ordinance, Mr. MacLaren stated. 
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In discussion, Mayor Biggers asked, if the text amendment was approved, would it apply to 

everyone and the answer was yes.  All agencies (Mecklenburg County and The Town of Mint 

Hill) will receive the exact same plan to be reviewed because of the Electronic Plan Management 

that was implemented; this will reduce problems.  Mayor Biggers asked if this was a reasonable 

request, Staff replied that in theory it was plausible.  Safe guards are in place now and others 

could be added if the applicant wished to file an official request.  Commissioner McRae said it 

would be worth looking into if they could be assured that no problems would arise.  

Commissioner Ellington stated the project had been previously approved without the drive thru 

and that he really didn’t have any problem with the development.  Commissioner Ross asked 

how much money would be invested in the project by the time they got to item #5 in the existing 

text.  The applicant stated they’d already have close to $250,000 before they receive approval.  If 

the change was allowed the investment costs would be closer to $25, 000.  Commissioner Austin 

stated he liked the proposal and if Staff was comfortable with the request then he would be fine 

with it. 

 

The applicant thanked the Board for their time. 

 

******************** 

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Brian Jackson to speak on behalf of Gibraltar Asset Management 

Services, LLC.  Mr. Jackson stated he was seeking guidance regarding modification the 

architectural requirements for the Summerwood Community in Mint Hill.  Mr. Jackson thanked 

the Board for allowing him to speak tonight.  His stated the current requirement was as follows: 

 

Exterior materials.  Exterior Materials shall be brick, stone, stucco, or cementitious fiber 

board or shakes with no more than 50 percent of all houses within the development being 

of material other than brick.  Mortarless brick is prohibited.   

Mr. Jackson proposed the Ordinance be changed to say: 

Exterior materials.  Exterior Materials shall be to be brick, stone, stucco, or cementitious 

fiber board or shakes.   Atleast 50 percent of homes shall have brick on all four sides of 

the homes, with the exception of approved accent materials on the front of the home and 

on gable ends. Mortarless brick is prohibited 

Mr. Jackson submitted several photographs depicting homes that don’t meet the current 

requirements but would if the proposed change was approved. 

 

Mayor Biggers asked if a meeting had been held with residents in Summerwood.  Mr. Jackson 

said yes they had met several times.  The attendees expressed both displeasure and support for 

the suggested change.  Manager Welch said he knew individuals that lived in the community and 

he had heard no complaints.  The applicant said he would like three sides to be brick and the 

front to be a combination of proposed acceptable materials.  Commissioner Ellington stated he 

thought a stone/brick combination would be considered a brick home.  Commissioner Ross said 

she didn’t have any issues with the proposed wording as long as the accents were stated during 

the actual plan review.  Commissioner Ellington explained how he and Manager Welch had 
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viewed the houses and he considered them to be brick homes.  Commissioner McRae said she 

thought the Board had answered this question before and had agreed to the materials listed in this 

proposal.   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

Developers’ Workshop at 6:56 p.m. and called for a brief recess prior to the Board’s regular 

meetings scheduled for 7 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________         

Ted H. Biggers, Jr., Mayor     Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


